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Letter of Andrew Potter to Osborn Oldroyd.  November 26, 1908.  Marked as 
“Copy.” 
 
Like Andrew Potter, Osborn Oldroyd was a veteran of the Civil War with intense interest 
in the life and death of Abraham Lincoln.  He was also a collector of artifacts and 
documents.  much of his collection is now on the national park service and available at 
the Ford’s Theater museum, although some of the photographic materials eventually 
came into the possession of Neff-Guttridge Collection donor Dr. Ray A. Neff, who as a 
child met Oldroyd as an elder family friend. 
 
Eventually, Oldroyd wrote The Assassination of Abraham Lincoln, which he self-
published in 1901 and reissued in 1917.  He passed away in 1930, and the book which is 
no longer under copyright protection, has been reissued at least twice.   
 
According to Potter’s letter, who was a former member of the National Detective Police, 
itself a precursor of the modern-day FBI, they learned a great deal from each other.  
Potter himself wrote a book on his government service called The Trumpets of Jerico 
[Jericho], of which a printed copy has yet to be found.  It should be noted that copies of 
some parts of Potter’s book are available locally, and eventually these will be compiled 
and published electronically. 
 
The text of Potter’s letter to Oldroyd is typewritten.  Potter was an imperfect grammarian 
and no great typist.  Therefore, it is probably safe to assume that Potter typed this letter 
himself, as it contains mistakes and a systematic idiosyncratic spelling of “thorough” in 
all its forms lacking the letters “ugh.”  Rather than ignorance, Potter’s seemingly 
idiosyncratic spelling may have been his adoption of a recommended reformed spelling.  
No doubt, many of the typing mistakes evident in the letter bespeak Potter’s hurry to get 
the letter completed so that it could be mailed out that day rather than the next. 
 
As the reader will note, the page images are rather smudged, indicating that the 
typewriter keys must have been caked with excess ink.  No attempt has been made to 
make the document pages easier to read through photographic means or digital alterations 
of the original image.     
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