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Letter of Andrew Potter to Osborn Oldroyd. November 26, 1908. Marked as
“Copy.”

Like Andrew Potter, Osborn Oldroyd was a veteran of the Civil War with intense interest
in the life and death of Abraham Lincoln. He was also a collector of artifacts and
documents. much of his collection is now on the national park service and available at
the Ford’s Theater museum, although some of the photographic materials eventually
came into the possession of Neff-Guttridge Collection donor Dr. Ray A. Neff, who as a
child met Oldroyd as an elder family friend.

Eventually, Oldroyd wrote The Assassination of Abraham Lincoln, which he self-
published in 1901 and reissued in 1917. He passed away in 1930, and the book which is
no longer under copyright protection, has been reissued at least twice.

According to Potter’s letter, who was a former member of the National Detective Police,
itself a precursor of the modern-day FBI, they learned a great deal from each other.
Potter himself wrote a book on his government service called The Trumpets of Jerico
[Jericho], of which a printed copy has yet to be found. It should be noted that copies of
some parts of Potter’s book are available locally, and eventually these will be compiled
and published electronically.

The text of Potter’s letter to Oldroyd is typewritten. Potter was an imperfect grammarian
and no great typist. Therefore, it is probably safe to assume that Potter typed this letter
himself, as it contains mistakes and a systematic idiosyncratic spelling of “thorough” in
all its forms lacking the letters “ugh.” Rather than ignorance, Potter’s seemingly
idiosyncratic spelling may have been his adoption of a recommended reformed spelling.
No doubt, many of the typing mistakes evident in the letter bespeak Potter’s hurry to get
the letter completed so that it could be mailed out that day rather than the next.

As the reader will note, the page images are rather smudged, indicating that the
typewriter keys must have been caked with excess ink. No attempt has been made to
make the document pages easier to read through photographic means or digital alterations
of the original image.

David E. Vancil, PhD
Curator and Department Head
August 17, 2006
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'xonnbor 86; 1908
Dear My, Oldroyd- _ v
1 thowoly emnjoyed ¥he loag talk we had several weeks ago ia
Springfield and have thot mueh avout it sinee I veturaed to ny
hcn)l have icokod wp & Number of $hiags whiek we diseussed and I foud
thnt you wers Tight on many points and thet I was yight oa & nusber, I
looked i my old joarmals for She fizst Vime ia years and 1% brot bask
My memories and some amount of sadmness 40 my hears,

I have not besn able to find asythisg on Asbell Cook asd I do mod
kadv a¥ all of his fa $he sesret servise. Could Mo have beea with Col,
Sharp of tho Arny of She Potonu? hq mt »y th» tisle of Sunt
Serviee, I never heazd of Cook. Also, m tales yow toll Shat he t0ld
you sound more 1&0 the Aray of no Potomae thu the Hnioul Dotnuto
Poliee, Saoh thu‘- Asver tnnpind in tho m. }‘

1 have ut down my mwm tron tho rnord for Jou regardiag tho
pursaiy of Joh \Vukn Booth, wunu Wahon. Je 3. Boyd (loyh) and She
other m:hn and the pard played Wy Fred Pottnf h_ the whole affair.
I know that you will find 48 {nteresting snd I ean quh for Lts trudh,

Fred is sdill living and is ti €ood health, He lives on a farm near /

‘Galax, in Graysom County of Virgiaia, His address 1s Rare of Mz, & Nrs,

Traxk Bowsan, AFD 2, Galax Virginia. Frahk Bowsaa is his son-ia-law
who married his daughter Susan and Fraak and Sue live on Freds farm,

Fred owas & big sawmill and is pretty well off, He fe About 68 and is

\h:h and harty. 1 saw his about three montks ago when I was eass,

Tred \’rorl:id with Zarl and me until General vallaee was (.pyontod
Govermor of New Mexiso in 1880, He quit Shen and wen$ Bask east. He
vas l. €004 detestive and was then jus 34 and we tried to fe$ Mia to
s8ay with us bud he desided o qnh; Be sald tﬁt he was tired of alwam
Daviag $o e afraid that he would miss seeing somedhinsg whish might



be $he death of the Gensral, At tha$ time $here was someone out- to gob
him. There nro a2 number of ntupn udn 1: mt yur hﬂn Rhe desane
mnor nd nut is one of $he gnnut Teasons that he quis law prastice
ud wnt to New Iloxuo. He alnyt $hot thn ti vas & man b7 the name of
!uthy uho h had goi aonvuud h cou't ht I dont thtnk %o, I have
othcr pooplo pund. o :

ot courn. Zarl axd .ma mn the nmm n.mun rou« il
tlu death of thnl wallan h Fenruavy ot 1905. Whu tlu Gaom diod '
tho Govomut deelded % diﬂud tho poluo nlno tho youngest man in
u n- 58 nd tlu ned for 1% was adod. ! was 65 ud ready io rntn.
!t h s um. known faet $had aay of tho old m -uu oA nﬂor thc
vond of 18?0 ¥at thers were ltul eleven o! us ia 1900. lloa alnott 111
are dnd. Earl kulod nnulf {n Jno of thh year. He had un" or the
nonn ud was h proﬂy bud uhape. !o had had 1% tet abo“ thr“ nu.
hﬂ u J‘ﬂ nurod w all of a nddn n l!anh nd By June he vas uﬁ '
up ‘by ti. He just rodo don o codar Gr«k and nhot himself, i

About x.u.. she wae bora Ostober 5. 1837 or 88 (uln hlln lt 'both

n:n) h m“hrg. Pnnuylvnu. Her fathor vas Joha Amt hﬂt nld
Ber moSher was Haana luy S»M. xnu was noei oa Gal Onic o! cluga
and mosh onryou thot tht Shey wonld nm #hen Cal wul 'buk lﬁn
his ﬁrnt ulutnut, xnu- weat ulou as a nuu. Bat thu -h ut
Joha 7ilkes Booth and my bosrme Vory olon rumn. c..t was Jolon |
aad thoy qurrolcd. ‘Iha Cal rﬂmod 1) Ohuoa ho dld not ovn Onu
to see Kato s went ovor t J“Jouu Grnlvulo and tho followh‘
l‘oimry married uu- mnin Oraig hnud of xau. lato was qqun
imko wp nont is. Iato is here with s now aad has ‘l«n for uvord.
wcekl. Sho kas huy m- even for a wom ot 71. mx. she h hro
lho oan vhn with lu dauhtor vhieh seons to holp. Whn no h h ‘
Puuylvuln she nayl with the ‘dnvorl. ”ho has .pont soveral whtnl

in ::alhtuton wuh the ‘eavers who llw thoro and seens Yo llka " Altho -

1 dont think thoy are %00 happy aboud havlu heor,



Kantie's father was named ?o-hut» ad Jnokvulo. ?nuylmu
Ny irniﬂnt Graat in adout 1870 nd ho oont!.md for same Vime 5: ks
pauuoa. I have alma woadered 'hv Qonnl Grat fold u Resessary %o .
a0 M :m a !nuy s0 elose %o &tmlu uunll. SPTERE L RT

At 1 told yel u Spvhcﬂold n m.u-a loo\l Ip an J'ndorukomc
roud mouh Ouuo cou't lono to Sﬂﬂ hl th when v 10“ lu. W.
piﬂ his tmn tp na.h ln Bcphnh: h Eurumg ht m tun vn m
mi okds We fouom Mn iato ln !ork cuy whoro e ootld tt;d lo
furiher trm of Ma. wc ptclud wp utomuon at hin oo-o nlti- lttn
m we unr mclt lp wln u-. 1 don klow mt n 'blld hn dou
had we Mt n- shco onmu tlot hh dud. .

Gﬂo\ dhdSroucmhnhlyu. bm&énﬁhﬁon&hm
"1 m day ke dhd. X m Yook ‘some pum»n ms day aad m -e-(o
hon h 4he mly aﬂemon ud was domnhg tha. Son n.v or ﬂhﬂ
he m pohoud ud was doad h lou thu ton minutes. Bo mtod 'y buﬂt
red and u- tuo pufrod up. I8 sure nyni thc fa-uy wOrse thu tf io m
dled of & nmko or evea as with Ecrl. m -shot htlult. la’bo&: thﬂ it
mfonl phy or datn w w“h uuolt. 18 was an mtdcm. I

-+ Galed dlrhc hh ufo had hvutod om a thomd thhj- vhuh nn

imﬂuﬁ. ‘He was nkhg pumn with doy. Dlatu ia 18&. lo udo ﬁnl
tton m mtn some ww. lo workod h the ola. nrohouo mt Baker h.d
mede um 'Y n:k sm £or hln on. tlll imﬁ lhut tu thhciol. calll
ntld nﬁ:o wp phtu acnm wnks in adm« and’ lnt Shom w. u ou
wet plate eculd nvon \enué afhr u Mod.%hb ‘ralned Do mmol
Curtis of the Arw llodtnl Doparhut % mke photmapho utu hu
nthod and Dr. cmu uold m ldu to . tcllow from Now Tork and “111
the rcnmv tro- How Yotk couldnt do tt. & ﬂuuy ccu to Cnlob ud
0:1.1 was dunse uouh to lhov hu ud dldnt avea. chuo Ml. Ga.lol
dad no sense of mm nd novor runy udo amuu on u- umuon.
Bo uvutod 2 Woek luul deviee ,tov the uurnd ‘and some ‘touov wuh



»

tho rauroaa goi hiu to sul 1% over 0 thc rau:med for §35, Be uld

tho tdu to & fellow fron Ohio for a uw t;po h’etor ahun for- -mn
far only $50. 'l'hov are now mufuturug mt ohan nd mu; a formu.
I11 taelude more lnfomﬂon oa Caled tho nxt ttu 1 nit. I Mve %o clau
nOw 80 ﬂut 4 un ui thh h tho uu to wl or u vont m ons m |
tonorrow.

| \‘?uconli joun’

'/W

My, Obdoura ‘Oldroyd
‘816 ~ loth Street NV

Waskhington Ukty, D.C,




