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Letter from Andrew Potter to Edwin Stokes regarding Booth’s flight and the actions 
of government officials.  A carbon copy initialed by Potter.  Undated. 
 
The following document is presented as found and without explanation.  In addition to 
describing John Wilkes Booth’s flight, his own actions and those of his brothers, the role 
of James W. Boyd.  Also mentioned are Lafayette Baker and Conger.  While the letter 
reviews these matters, its actual theme is a book that Stokes was either helping Potter 
write or to revise. 
 
As will be seen, Potter is neither a grammarian or gifted typist.  Many documents 
initialed by Potter or otherwise found in the Potter Papers were typed by his secretary and 
undoubtedly corrected on the fly for grammatical and spelling errors.  This document, 
with its many mistakes, suggests that Potter himself typed it. 
 
That a book was written and perhaps printed is without doubt.  Some pages of it in 
typescript have survived and are held in the Neff-Guttridge Collection.  Unfortunately, no 
complete copy of The Trumpets of Jerico [Jericho] has been found either in manuscript 
or as a published book. 
 
David Vancil, PhD 
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July 11, 2006 












