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The following document is presented as found and without explanation. In addition to
describing John Wilkes Booth’s flight, his own actions and those of his brothers, the role
of James W. Boyd. Also mentioned are Lafayette Baker and Conger. While the letter
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mr. Stokes:

Unce agaln you are especting me at my age to recali frow
mewory events whica uzre minutel, described in tue material
whica you nave snd wanich you could dig out for yourself.

I realize tonat Lo some degree wuat you say is true ana tuat
I nirsd you as a writer zsn. not as an investigator out toe
distinction is not as slear as you try to make it. I also
reaiize thnat tie matErisl is compiex and tuat is the very
reason you S40uid have come aere last sumner s0 tuat we
couid nave gone over tne msterial at lengta and you coulid
aave set aown tue story as I told it to you after consulting
the documents. As things now stand you nave tane documents
and I am expected by you to somrent on tuem from memory.
This 13 totally unsatisfactory. ALext summer we mast get
together and get this project completed ot 1 will get somecne
els;e to do it.

Col. sBaker did not write a book. Ii{ was writiean by a
writer who got most of his material from documents Baker f
furnished kim together with puolic print, mostly produced oy
Townsend. After wnat I nave been turougn I caun see kow it
happened. ; The man who wrote dia just like you are doing
and I do not want to proiauce a garbled mess of tnia type.
Some taings I can explain and wili do 80 but you are going
to have to fiil in the detaila from tue stuff you have.

You mentioneu a letter to hicKee Dunn from tue agrrett
boy who became i(ne preacher. Jarrett says tuatl the man at
his fatners farm sat on tiae porca, smoked uis pipe, and wrote
in a lettle bdack book. Then, from other sources we kKnow
that after tne man was deaa, tae book was taken from uis
pocket, and aiong witn thne otuner things, brougat to Wasanington
by Conger, and tihnat Conger made a copy of whaat nad bdeen wrote
in tae book. [Imig is true. 1t snould by now aave ogccurred.
to you wthat there was not just one book but two (at least).
The book 8pnger brought ta wasoingbon was the one Baker
referred to wuen ne testified tuat all tme pages was Laers,
and when e told aboubt sleeping between the legs of a dead
norse Lo keep warm, and all that stuff. DSBaker was trying
to get Stunton to say tnere was two books or diaries, out
Stanton stuck to nis story and come tnrough without letting
the ¢at out of tne bag.

Booths diary had been found by tne scout on Sunday morning
and brougnt to ume at King wegrge .Jourt idouse waiie we was
eating breakfast. e tola me %nat be nad found it aiong
the creek where Sooth and Henson kad rested.  Tmis diary was
imreaiately tuxen by two d2tectives t0 wasningtun ana turned
over to Coi. daker. de toos it to Jtantun tnst sunday eveniag.
¥nen Boyd was killed at surretts wis diary was laken oy Cunger
and imrediately brougnt to Jashington and taok to Stanton at
nis office at tuc sar Department. Soyds diary was more of a
threat to Stanton and frieunds than 2ootas since Boyd nad
recorded aetails of nis meetings with 3tanton and Baker anad
had noted ais many travels wnile ne was Bup.osea Lo oe in
ﬁol}tgry confinement in prison. He bhaa told all xbout nis
activitiea in benalf of Stanton, Saker, Eckert, and otuers.



B ad made up severul diaries of tne type @ootn naa
witﬁoggm%daﬁgji nag ot tne digries in sovemper § taut is
the reason they were for 1864 - and nad mwde up a map fpr |
Booth along with a list of peopie he couid gontact fo;ipefy,
doctors, pegple whno could supply.norse93 etq.. all deating
with the abduction plot. He nad also give Booth a map wniw
had been marked for nim. When Cpnge; brougqt Boyds book )
back to Washington it was seen that it couid never\be released.
Booths diarywas less damaging tuan thnat of Boyd. ﬁoo@ﬂg o
diary was an embarrassment wuile Boyds ?90& snowed tge complicity
of a lot of people in tne abduction of Lincoin. Ia& is my
guess thut Boyds book was destroyed but L am only guessing.
Bootas diary could not be destroyed but tne story was arrangszd
80 that Bootns disry was the only one mentioned and it was
made t0 appear that it hud been taxen off the body at darretts
farm 80 as to definitely identify Booth. It was Stantons
desite that neither Dook be reiessed but if one hsa Lo De
seen it anould be Z2ooths.

You =ill recall tmat Colonel vONzer posed as Boyd waen
ke was ingquiring about Boota. [hia makes sense only if it
i3 realized that Boyd was in command of the abduction scheme
and it was rational that he woula be looking for Sooth armongst
.tne people who were Lo aelp nim. #nat Conger iid not realize
was that Soyd had visited with Laose people wna tney iumediately
knew that Conger was not Boyd, $0 a% got no informatiom butb
only falsities. '

L Bave previously outlinea tune route Bootn took before
crossing from rort sonway to rort aoyal. 4+ do not believe
Henry Johnason caugat up with tnem until taey were across tae
river - that is Zootl and Hensen. Jonnson nad pict up a
ramunky Indian scoub wihen ne Dad first 1a naed in Cyroline
County. Tnig scout furnigned nim with a horse and cart and
Rad nelped nim find Boota and Hemsda. s#nen Conger and iig
troops wot to King George County they received sonflicting
storied about two men thuat aad beén tn-re. This lea taem
to conclude that they were being Ziven fulse information
wien in fact they were getiing reporta of two different sets
of fugitives. When they had crosseu from rort Conway to
Port Royal they had observel two men on flest norses watlching
the tropops unloading. Zaker and Songer took to chase and went
some five or six miles doun a country road in pursuit pefore
they gave up. Tney weare lucky for these were Mosby scouts
and kosby Wgs still at war. When conger. and Baker returned
they found that tine Lisutenant mad dispatched a detxil of
& corporul and five troopers to foliow two men und a aarky
vho had been .n a c.rt and neaded towards Fredericksourgn.
Qongor ¥as angry but oraered tnat toe Ltroop go on towaru sowling
Jreen with one trooper left benind to direct tne detail
vihen it saould return. Waoen tkey returned tney regortced
thap_tne mnen neitner nud sz mous tacue &nud toat neitner Ka s
Qavxd Herald. Iue bizck lal was "cefdainly o« fielg nand."

#or s0me reagon or anotier Conger ana Byk-r ware looking for

quxd derald. At this time neitaer detect. e knew that

Bootn n:d snaved nis moustacike «t Dr. sudds gnd they seemed

L0 Lave taken tae reward posters serious silnce they beiisved
tnat{Jonn Surrapt ¥as wits Boota anu ferald, the turee neaded
go; nxcgmznd. Teig is impossible for me to understand,
8lng wihal tiey wers. daybe you can explain it - i YOL ¢
the materigl. 1 would be intzrcabcd inpyour o;iniégsfou reud

Clrcumg tances



heanwhile, lLuther rotter and i’aad gone to Freacrxcksb?rs
from Xing Jgorge Court Houase anu Lad stopie. a.t a n“““,‘zl
a.night of mackh needed rest and a good meal. We had %one dy
way of Belle rlain Depot and nad picked up frggn moun g %Eat
the latest information on tae fugxtlvos. We uiscovere e
Conger and Baker had come down with cayal;y and were going
soutn toward Bowling ureen. we figured that this to%La
possibly flusn the fugitives to toe west 30 we wog o
Fredericksburgk. laquiry there.dxd not a;schac anyone .
answeriug Sooths description going tarough 0'01’ 8C we‘wcn
to bed. The next moring we arase Lo news tmat 300ilk had
been killed at UVarretts and kis companion ook alive. wdtuer
and I retumed to Belle rlain where we désecovered Baker wis
2 body what kad a moustacase.

In later years we were to discéver tna§ Booth and Hensen
had passed through Fredericksburgse while Lutaer agd 1 s;ept.k
n: had Sogotk and Hensen in tae cart and tane ramunky
§335 .g°§§§°¥ou%., They come up tme soutia siue of ;hc river
and through Fredericksburgh, to tke farm of a krs. doyard
where tney s&aid for several days, were fed and rested.

From there they went to the kome of a Dr. Almond in Orgngcn

( j 2y . as to- anNd a i8¢ JLR.
ne Balsro oS85 AT FO3EET g L [0 L enusd dogun
dressing after resetting tue bone. ip Green Sounty they
bought food from a widow woman ang passed tRrougk 3tanardsville.
While they nad rest:d at Dr. Almonds Johnson and tae scout nad
made contact wits partisans wiao took over tke camarge of tke
three men and Led taemw to. a cave on the west aiie of tae

Biue nidge mountain, vhiere they staid for several days. luey
we. ¢ tiken moved to thne mome of lewis rence at at. Crawford
where tney staid for one night, possioly two. ience took
chiarge of them and took taem to Hargers ferry to tae nome of
Booths ex-wife.

Fence nud been a purtisan ana smuggler «il during tiae war
«nd nad becen a member of a pa rlisgn bank connected wita Losby
and of &is ilk. He was a4 wily fellow, older taan mos s, in
bis fifiys, ana e very cautiously tcok 3ootnm, nensen, anu
Joknson norta, while tue 5C0ut returne. to tac sugt. Fenge
tocka route from ikt. Crawford turougs Hopkins g€&p, arounda
the west side of Little bortk Lountain to halRias, notta tarcugh
lost River country and tarouga Sunker Bill to Bolirvar nelguts.
ie followed a route whica would afford wagon travel but was
not patroled by troops and was free of anioniats. iie was &
perfect one for tae JOb since he xnaw tue eountry likes hig
own bedroom and nadi been over it freyuently. JSuce caution
really was nog necessary sirce to all tae world 300ta wes @mad.

] ihtaiked Witk rence gome Jaurs later and you mave a copy
o ! : . v .
&c§uafljnif§;a':i@.H‘wfgggtm:ngugglggg ?g; ﬁ‘ggsgeaﬁ%térnoun
and | spent tug Rigat in tae room ana slept in tne S4me Dped
waere Soota Rad spent one or more nigats. But rence never
admitted anytaing waick I COoUuLlu Axve used agalnst aim ang
é doubt that I wouigq Rave uged it kag ke done jso. :

c%inning Lo learn tamat tae vast cannot be CRanged and after
& few Je3rs no one cureg 4y more. Tris is waat soncerns nme
adout waat we are dodng. 1 guve poured my soui gut to you
«ld not only are JOou not interested but I ¢annot
&nyone else to listsn Citser. At tmig point I nave begun t
2oubt whetaer it wWille ver ge¢i publissned even if we geffih °



titi:kod. wkick is €oubtful. XKcEse Dunm tried and failed.
and otisers wao kad tiae sams facts and wrote of taem have
‘long singce passed on to Sheir reward without a word boing
st in type. It all seems g0 futile. .

Pleass tr;. try, &ry_ﬁc get it written, piedse.

Singcerely, : ,'.
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ANDREW FOTTER






